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PREFACE. 


In this, as in all other periodical publications, the Preface belies its name, and 
exhibits the equivocal property of double-facedness without its odium, for although 
placed at the commencement of the volume before the reader, it really looks back 
from the last page, and glancing over the contents of the whole, compares them 
with the introductory “ Address,” which stands just behind, awaiting the verdict, 
and inquires how far its promises have been fulfilled, and its anticipations realised. 


After taking this review, faithfully and impartially,—after diligent inquiry from 
our publishers—and after the perusal of numerous unsolicited approving testimonies 
of our readers from all parts of Great Britain, and the favourable notices of the 
Metropolitan and Provincial Press, our Preface takes its station at the van, with the 
gratifying assurance that our labours have been so far successful, as to warrant the 
conviction that we have only steadily to pursue the objects with which we set out, 
and to develop more fully our original design, to place the JoURNAL in the most 
honourable rank among its numerous competitors. 


Against a large class of these we have declared our decided hostility, convinced 
that they are only calculated to demoralise and degrade, by pandering to the lowest 
passions of an uneducated population, and that they have already diffused tne most 
pernicious influences through the masses of the community. It affords one of the 
most pleasing rewards of our exertions to know, that, to a considerable extent, we 
have succeeded in superseding this disreputable and injurious class of cheap perio- 
dicals; nor shall we incur the charge of inordinate vanity, in reference to the others 
who occupy similar grounds with ourselves, if we assert that few excel it in the 
variety, utility, and interest of its pages, whilst, in the beauty and execution of 
the illustrations, and the unprecedented low price at which it is published, it presents 
claims to public patronage, wholly peculiar to itself. 


The enlarged circulation which the JouRNAL has attained during the last six 
months, does not more imperatively call for the expression of our warmest thanks 
than for our renewed efforts to render it still more worthy of general accept- 
ance; and with the increased appliances which our comparatively short experience 
has suggested, and the numerous offers we have received of aid, both in the literary 
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aad artistical departments—we feel no hesitation in sending out this second half- 
yearly volume, as the unqualified pledge of progressive improvement and enhanced 
value in its successors. 


To our contributors, both in poetry and prose, we tender our grateful acknow- 
ledgments, and, assured of their continued co-operation, we shall cheerfully enter 
upon the labours of another volume, encouraged by the persuasion that we are 
engaged in promoting the healthy and elevating occupation of the leisure hours 
of a wide circle of our fellow subjects, with whom it will be our constant and 
unremitting study to maintain the most amicable relations. 


Manchester, April 1842. 
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